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Abstract

When thinking about maps, one of the first associations is the school atlas and the Geog-
raphy lessons. Indeed, maps constitute a unique cultural artifact allowing for a condensed and
dynamic representation of space. While drawings and the occasional pictures served the pur-
poses of visualization, historically, Geography textbooks primarily relied on maps. Given the
economic constraints, textbooks in former socialist countries were heavy on text with a min-
imum of (monochrome) visualization. Scholarship on textbooks in former socialist countries
and the USSR primarily focused on textbook content, with a few studies dedicating attention
to textbook markets, authors, and their path-dependencies (cf. Bagoly-Simé, 2016). Recent
endeavors also viewed textbooks against the broader background of childhood experiences
and memories (Silova et al.,2018) and their role as instruments to transmit Marxist-Leninist
ideology (Ilovan et al., 2018). Drawing upon these studies, the present study contextualizes
Geography textbooks within the main framework of path-dependent (Burawoy & Verdery,
1999) hybrid structures. The post-socialist and post-Soviet condition is best conceptualized
as a continuation of socialism with hybrid structures that combine path-dependent elements
of the socialist past with those emerging since the 1990s. Following the fall of the Iron
Curtain, emerging educational media publishers entering the liberalized market produced
visually overloaded textbooks. Along with novel design and layout, content and authorship
displayed, as Bagoly-Simé (2016) argues for Romania, path-dependent hybrid structures. It
is such hybrid structures that this paper aims to explore further. Thereby, its aim is twofold.
On the one hand, this presentation seeks to examine the change in cartographic represen-
tation during post-socialist and post-Soviet transformations. More specifically, it aims to
collect detailed data on the typology and distribution of cartographic representations within
the gradually diversifying world of discontinuous text. On the other hand, the paper seeks
to uncover ties between cartographic representation and geographical content. The oper-
ationalization rested on a mixed-methods approach. The sample consisted of Hungarian,
Romanian, and Ukrainian Geography textbooks for lower secondary education. The com-
parative approach allows for a broader scope within the post-socialist and post-Soviet space.
The focus on lower secondary education roots in its mandatory status in all three countries
and the independent status of Geography as a school subject. For each country, the sample
consisted of a set of textbooks published during the 1990s and the latest edition for Geog-
raphy. In the first step, content analysis explored the typology of discontinuous text types.
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Thereby, discontinuous text featured in the textbook constituted the analytical unit (e.g.,
picture, table, graph, map, satellite image). The second step turned to cartographic and
map-like representations, closely recording their typology, location, and distribution. Two
researchers coded 15 percent of each country-specific sample, securing intercoder reliability.
Subsequent quantification allowed for the application of descriptive statistics. The prelim-
inary results show both similarities and particular features of cartographic representation
during the last three decades. The three country case studies share the common trend of
visual overload, with pictures dominating the discontinuous text. Furthermore, there is an
overall specialization on thematic maps.
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