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Abstract

The starting point of this paper is a didactic development project at the University of

South-Eastern Norway, funded by the Norwegian Directorate for Higher Education and Skills
(2022-2024). The project is titled ” Learning materials and learning resources in the classroom
at the secondary level” (LeerUng) and is a project that aims at developing digital learning
resources that can be applied in teacher education and in further education for teachers. The
learning resources concern how teachers reflect on and apply learning materials and learning
resources in secondary school.
Today, teacher’s reflections on and their practical use of educational materials are charac-
terized by complexity, diversity, and rapid changes. Teachers daily face choices that require
insight and understanding of how different learning resources can be applied in their class-
rooms. The consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic, where remote learning and digital
instruction often replaced in-person teaching, have highlighted the need for enhanced and
explicit competence in how to use a variety of learning materials and resources. This need
is also underscored in international research (Gouédard, Pont & Vienet, 2020; Reimers &
Sleicher, 2020; Gissel & Hansen, 2021).

In many Norwegian classrooms, teachers apply both analog and digital materials. They
apply materials that are already ‘didacticised’, such as textbooks and educational portals, as
well as ‘semantic’ learning materials such as literature and films. (On the different classifica-
tions, see for example Bundsgaard & Hansen, 2011). The teachers’ professional judgement
is of crucial importance in their use of learning materials, and this judgement is related to
changes in the curriculum and the quality of the learning materials that they have access
to (Christensen et.al, 2023). Teacher education institutions need to provide teachers and
teacher students with qualifications that strengthen their abilities to make informed and
competent decisions in their daily professional practices. In the LaerUng-project we explore
how we can develop professional skills regarding the use of educational materials. However,
it is crucial that the training is profession-oriented and practical, with courses developed in
close collaboration with both the field of practice (schools and school owners) and students
in teacher education.
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To meet this need and contribute in making teacher education more relevant for practice
in schools, we have collaborated with teachers from two secondary schools in Norway in
developing digital learning resources regarding the practical use and reflections on learning
materials. These resources include videos from authentic classroom situations in the subjects
of Norwegian (L1), social studies and natural sciences. We also sought instruction that ad-
dresses the three interdisciplinary cross-curricular topics; Health and life skills, Sustainable
Development and Democracy and Citizenship. These themes are anchored in the Norwe-
gian curriculum and are to be integrated into school subjects (Ministry of Education and
Research, 2017). The learning resources that we develop will be piloted in teacher education
programs at the University of South-Eastern Norway this spring. Furthermore, we will eval-
uate the resources and collect data to develop further knowledge on how teacher education
can provide the students with knowledge and competence on the use of learning materials in
their future daily practices as teachers. We will particularly focus on students’ reflections on
the use of learning resources (analogue and digital) in classroom situations. We will present
results from the students’ evaluations at the conference, as well as show examples of the
digital learning resources.
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